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Lunchbreak Travel

Havana hotspots
fire the passions

Forget Hemingway
| and cigars, Cuba’s

capital is hip again
f BY JAMES BROWN
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of Havana's five-star §& £F OB v | B ‘ ; y “new £8.5million cultural centre wit

Hotel Saratoga, it
appears that the city has it all.
Far in the distance is the giant
monument at the Place de la
olucion. To the right is the Cam

park,
taxi drivers lounge against their
classic Fifties American motors
with their Russian engines.
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1 arrived with other people’s pre- My guide is Romulo Sans, editor of  string of places to eat that Ronmlo  Alfonso is playing. From one
conceptions, the name of a guy who  The H, probably the most stylishcity ~ recommends. At one end there's the  extreme to another, Romulo books

mlzhthelpoutarxdabooklnxamw guide in the world. We had met at hlpandlavish at the other there’s  us a table at the Tropicana, surely

Saratoga. I like a hotel, like this uGuardia,lgemdn' X suburban places such as  the most amazing display of flesh,

1 one, with internet access and a  restaurant hidden in a huge $724#> The Paladar El Buganvil,  acrobatics and suggestive dancing

crumbling stucco-fronted s serving fish, rice and [I'veeverseen.
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’ B&B in Havana at the Hotel ment Of The Revo- ; A £ clubs and fashion  Next door is a dusty street market
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scene.
At the Karl Marx  George Bush as a bloodthirsty vam-

gious
ster salad for lunch. Other people and pictures of

might head to cigar and chocolate  past diners includ- ’ < theatre we see pire terrorist. Half the billboards
factories or Ernest Hemingway's ing Robert De N L Y underground jazz  look like Socialist Workers' Party
old haunts, but I was happy tosun-  Niro and Jack | ; vt b ekl musicians, then artwork, the other half like Bolly-

bathe on the roof by day and were off to a Wood movie posters. It's the same

! explore by night. house by the Air  clash of ideologies as old Berlin,
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bulky trainers. El Templete Basque chef Arkaitx Etxarte La Zorra y el Cuervo Entering through a
My first impression was of a does wondrous things to seafood. London phone box, you descend to the

curious pride in Eastern Blocstyle Open daily 12pm-12am. Prices: £15£25, Avedel  holiest of Cuban jazz. Chucho Valdes, right,

buildings. As we drove in from the Puerto Esq, A Narciso Lopez, Habana Vieja, Wynton Marsalis and Canela play here.

airport I was looking at a beautiful 00 53 866 8807 Open daily 9.30pm-2am, Sunday 2.30-
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{ Qrivcr diverted my attention. the film Strawt And C late, this is a

“That,” he announced rather DRINK
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SAMPLE SALE €ome to IR P ‘BAncient oton of the Cingue Ports’
Thursday 15" June 10am - Bpm Romantic, relaxing and thoroughly enjoyable - that's Rye! Stroll along o
Friday 16" June 10am - 7pm picturesque cobbled streets fronted by Tudor, Elizabethan or Georgian
Saturday 17" June 10am - 6pm buildings and ancient fortifications! Browse around antique shops, art galleries
Venue: -ndadnhth-hmmmcldt&ddhudw - drink in a 600
| Stable UK (entrance via biue door) year old inn - dine in one of Rye's many fine restaurants and then
24 Neal Street, Garden, WC2H 9QW return to relax in your comfortable, award winning hotel or B&B.
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